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Mello Method 

As you are going to discover, our method is The Learning 

Revolution, because it takes back old principles that were 

successful in the past and builds upon them. Because of the 

desire of becoming a market leader, many language schools 

design their own methods, usually to the detriment of the 

students. The schools keep putting their own principles in 

teaching its students, with the unfortunate result of discouraging 

many potential students reluctant to embark on a system not 

proven. But Mello Method believes that it is possible to teach 

people effortlessly and definitively, with classics and motivating 

methods.   

Mello Method is based on actual classroom practice, on the 

psychological teacher-student relationship and on their 

relationship to the language. In other words, as language learning 

is a question of developing quick reflexes, these can only be 

achieved through a system of stimulus and response. Let us take 

an exaggerated example by adding that one could teach a 

monkey to play the piano given such techniques. In other words 

the monkey, like a pianist, a typist or a language student is 

learning to perform a trick, and tricks are best learnt through 

practice and through a system of stimulus and response, which in 



 

 

Chapter 03 
 

FAQ - Frequent Asked Questions  

As it seems your method is based on Communication, is it 

based on Communicative approach? 

No, the aim of our method is speaking, but we are based on the 

concepts of Direct Method and structural Method and have 

nothing to do with Communicative approach. 

 

What do you think about the communicative approach? 

The communicative approach is in fact a huge umbrella term. 

Lots of things can classify as ‘communication’ but that doesn’t 

mean they fit into a coherent teaching strategy which takes into 

account students’ overall needs and circumstances. It seems to us 

that ‘communication’ is an aim, or better saying a consequence, 

but that doesn’t mean you can only achieve it, or always achieve 

it, through attempts to replicate ‘authentic’ conversation.  

 

 



 

 

Is your method a copy of Direct Methods? 

The direct Method is not an invention of 1960, as many people 

can imagine, it has more than 200 years old, the first famous 

person to develop this method was he famous linguist 

Maximilian Delphinius Berlitz (1852 – 1921), his first school 

was founded in 1878 in Providence, Rhode Island, and later 1880 

in Boston (since 1967 his school is not linked to the family of the 

author), but the principles are still older than him, the name of 

the method originally is “direct method” and dates back to before 

1878. If you take the original book of Maximilian there you will 

see many sentences that other methods used as being original 

questions, because other people have developed similar methods 

like Ro bin C. in 1960, He nr y Kuc era in 1947 in his Kucera 

Method, and E.V. Gatenby in 1932 in his “A Direct Method 

English Course”, and other authors in many different languages 

like French, German and even Chinese have been using the same 

principles, but our method is not a copy at all, even with some 

identical elements it has its own identity. That makes it The 

Learning Revolution when compared with other methods.    

 



 

 

Chapter 04 
Step-by-step: The dictations 

 
The dictation is composed of famous Fairy Tales in order to pack 

it with the maximum of diverse vocabulary. Explain to your 

student if he/she does not understand a particular word, either 

leave a blank space in his/her dictation or try to guess at its 

spelling. He/she must try to do the whole dictation even if he/she 

finds it very difficult.  First you will read the dictation out loud 

and ask the students to follow with their eyes while you read.  

 

(Do this dictation as explained before) 

 

Dictation 01 

A long, long time ago, in a little village at the edge of a forest, 

there lived a little girl with her mother and her father. This little 

girl was the sweetest, kindest child there ever was. She was 

always dressed in a pretty red cloak and hood that her mother had 

made for her, so that everyone began calling her Little Red 

Riding Hood. 

 



 

 

Chapter 07 
Step-by-step: Fairy tales 

 
 
Fairy tales are stories either created or strongly influenced by 

oral traditions. Their plots feature stark conflicts between good 

and evil, with magic and luck determining the usually happy 

endings. While each culture and geographic region of the world 

has its own body of folk tales and fairy tales that it considers "its 

own," certain themes and motifs tend to be repeated across many 

cultures and time periods. Universal human emotions such as 

love, hate, courage, kindness, and cruelty appear in bold, broad 

strokes on the canvas of fairy tales. 

 

Because of the worldwide ubiquity of fairy tales, their imagery 

and tropes have had a vast impact on many different forms of 

literature. The elements and echoes of fairy tales are alive in 

plays, movies, and books for all ages. Students should read and 

learn to understand fairy tales so that they can better comprehend 

the structures of literature as well as for the sake of the wonder, 

pleasure, and human understanding these stories can provide in 

their own right. 



 

 

Chapter 09 
Step-by-step: Teach the verb tenses 

using Mello Method table 
 

Using and teaching Verb Tenses 
A verb indicates the time of an action, event or condition by 
changing its form. Through the use of a sequence of tenses in a 
sentence or in a paragraph, it is possible to indicate the complex 
temporal relationship of actions, events, and conditions 

There are many ways of categorising the twelve possible verb 
tenses. The verb tenses may be categorised according to the time  
 
But, how can we manage to teach the students this subject in 
an easy way? 
 
EASY, just by present the following table: 
 Simple Progressive Perfect 
Present    

Past    

Future    

 
 
 

So, yo u have to say t hat : 
 
(Teacher)In English all the verbs are like a person that ha
name, a middle name and a surname (last name): 



 

 

Chapter 10 
Step-by-step: Exercises at the 

end of the book 
 
 
As you already know, our course is focused on conversation, but 
in order to help our students obtain a degree and international 
certifications, besides being a British Council requirement, he 
has to practice some really very important topics such as: use of 
presents, pasts and futures, use of prepositions, subjunctive, 
imperative. Obviously Mello Method-Verb and vocabulary book 
isn’t able to cover the whole uses, therefore we incorporated the 
exercises in the classroom, as well as the ones to be done at home 

through the website (international and/or national). 
 
Every time you come across the symbol above, it means that you 
have to interrupt the lesson, go to the end of the book, and 
explain to the students in general lines what is being asked and 
what you expect them to do: 
    See an example: 
 
Exercise 1 
Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 




